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AIMS OF THIS SESSION

1

Different 
elements that 

create a 
positive, diverse 
art and design 

curriculum.

2

how the arts 
can nurture 
language, 
emotional 

health and well-
being

3

Planned 
changes to 
EAD in the 

revised EYFS, 
2020/21 



A BIT ABOUT ME

•Arts background – fine 
bookbinder and hatmaker 

•Practitioner, deputy and 
headteacher 

•Studied EY & humanistic 
psychotherapy

•Specialise in arts/creative 
learning.  



ART HAS BEEN USED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS 

Thought to be the oldest 
pictorial storytelling and 

earliest figurative artwork in 
the world – 43’900 years old!

Sulawesi, Indonesia.  

The palm of the hand was 
believed to have power to 
ward-off ‘evil forces and 

wild animals’. 

Culturally rich and broad 



“ART IS A COMPLETE 
LANGUAGE THAT IS 
ACCESSIBLE TO 
CHILDREN WHATEVER 
THEIR HOME AND 
COMMUNITY 
LANGUAGE MAY BE”

CATHY MYER NOT JUST PICTURES, 2003 
BAECE 



HOW DO WE FEEL ABOUT ART AND DESIGN? 

Motivation is 
important

Imagine a place  
where you feel 

safe,  relaxed and 
renewed

Where would you go? 
Visualise the colours,
temperature, sounds,
smells, people, plants, 

animals, water…

If you were to represent this, 
what materials/ media 

might you use? 

Scrap-booking
Music
Flowers
Baking 

Paint 
A poem
Clay

Collage

Credit: Trinidad Escobar  ww.trinidadescobar.com



DIFFERENT ELEMENTS THAT HELP TO CREATE A 
POSITIVE AND DIVERSE ARTS CURRICULUM

1. Making and doing – open-
ended, meaningful and part of 
the child’s whole learning 
experience.  

2. Real art opportunities – a 
range of different art and 
artists, styles and genres, e.g. 
artefacts, galleries, images, 
books, films, music etc.   

3. Aesthetic experiences –
encounters with beauty –
playing in the leaves, looking at 
clouds, dancing with scarves, 
listening to a piece of music…

Eglinton 2003



‘MAKING AND DOING’

This will involve different experiences depending on ages, 
context and need. 



EXTENDING IDEAS FROM TREASURE 
BASKETS 



Adults making and doing 
for the youngest children 



Use what you 
have –

season’s 
inspiration 



HANDS-ON, MULTI-SENSORY, EMBODIED LEARNING 

Instructional language – restricting or motivating? 
“This is what you do” becomes “Perhaps you could try” 



ART TALK 
For example, while working 
with paint, children will the 
have the chance to hear and 
use:

paint, colour, wet, slippery, 
thick, thin,  creamy, runny, 
brush, dab, rub, splatter, 
smooth, flick, sponge, drag, 
scrape, dribble, spread, roll, 
dark, light, tone, strong, 
bright, line, pattern, shape, 
subtle, bold … 

Rinse, wash, clean, dry, 
palette, brush, mix…

Look up the medium you intend 
to work with and gather 

appropriate words and language. 



PRESENTATION 
• Is child tempted in?

• Are there enough resources?

• Is there space and time? 

• How is the child motivated 
to express their ideas? 

• How will language be 
supported? 



POSITIVE DIALOGUE TO ENCOURAGE 
LANGUAGE AND CREATIVE THINKING

a. Playfulness
b. Commentary, on 

what you or child is 
doing 

c. Interpret and expand 
on what the child 
does or says

d. Sensitive use of 
questions – open 
ended, time to 
respond.  

üWrite down what children say. 

üOffer an idea or suggestion in 
tune with child’s thinking.  

üAccept different ideas or 
conflicting view points. 

üHelp children connect their
plans and ideas with their 
reflections.

üCan children carry over their 
experience to the next day? 



REAL ART OPPORTUNITIES 

A rich and broad curriculum –
will help to build the cultural 

capital of the setting 



ARTISTS AS INSPIRATION – ANDY GOLDSWORTHY  



“… ARE THERE STILL THREE SEASONS, …BUT I HEARD 
THAT SUMMER WAS CANCELLED..?”

Wheatfield by Marc 
Chagall 

Enjoying a summer swim 
by Maria Zoila Pineda



Real art 
experiences
Deborah Roberts: 
below, Let them be 
Children, and right, 

‘It’s All Good’. 

“I thought it was just me… the only one not coming in”



AESTHETIC DEVELOPMENT 

“A thing of beauty is 
a joy forever” 

John Keats



DIFFERENT ART 
FORMS COMBINED 



BOOKS, SONGS, RHYMES AND POEMS 

Mama Lisa’s World International music 
and culture https://www.mamalisa.com/

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/

Beat Babies – Yellow Door/Lawrence 
Education 
Playsongs CD and RAFFI 

https://www.mamalisa.com/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/


ENJOYABLE, WELL-RESOURCED IMAGINATIVE PLAY 

Will support and enable children to develop their language skills, and strengthen 
understanding (Pentimonti and Justice, 2010



SIMPLE, LINKED STORY BOXES 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Billy Goats Gruff 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 



DEVELOPING AN AREA OF PROVISION

Enhance with film, music, movement, story-enactment 



CHILDREN SHARING 
THEIR OWN STORIES

“Once upon a time there was 
some eggs and they were 
hatching into baby dragons 
and the mummy and daddy 
dragons were flying with their 
wings. They were going to eat 
their lunch.” (Alex 3:8)



CONFIDENCE TO TRANSFORM MATERIALS CREATIVELY -
SUSTAINED SHARED THINKING

CREATIVE LEARNING & SUSTAINED SHARED THINKING 2019



What’s 
behind the 

door?



SUPPORTING POSITIVE ROUTINES & 
INDEPENDENCE 



ANTICIPATORY 
GAMES 

§Fun and enjoyable

§Stimulates the imagination

§Repeat and practice language,  
new vocabulary

§Tuned-in and reciprocal  



GETTING PARENTS INVOLVED 
•Encourage parents to look out for the 
work of local artists, e.g. sculpture in the 
shopping centre.
•Parents might like to share their wishes, 
hopes and dreams for their  child.  

•What skills or knowledge can parents 
share at the moment? 

•Share online activities – how to make 
homemade playdough, artist focus to 
work from, reading stories. 
•‘Ask me about’ postcards
•Posts on social media – local outdoor 
places to visit/activity ideas/links to 
setting
•Getting out and about, safely, exploring 
the environment.



CHANGES TO EAD IN REVISED EYFS 2020

2017 Expressive arts and 
design involves enabling 
children to explore and play 
with a wide range of media 
and materials, as well as 
providing opportunities and 
encouragement for sharing 
their thoughts, ideas and 
feelings through a variety of 
activities in art, music, 
movement, dance, role-play, 
and design and technology

2020-1The development of 
children’s artistic and cultural 
awareness supports their 
imagination and creativity. It is 
important that children have 
regular opportunities to engage 
with the arts, enabling them to 
explore and play with a wide 
range of media and materials. The 
quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate 
in is crucial for developing their 
understanding, self-expression, 
vocabulary and ability to 
communicate through the arts. The 
frequency, repetition and depth of 
their experiences are fundamental 
to their progress in interpreting 
and appreciating what they hear, 
respond to and observe.



REFORMED EYFS 2021

ELGs 2017
Exploring and using media and 
materials: children sing songs, make 
music and dance, and experiment 
with ways of changing them. They 
safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 

Being imaginative: children use 
what they have learnt about media 
and materials in original ways, 
thinking about uses and purposes. 
They represent their own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through design 
and technology, art, music, dance, 
role-play and stories.

ELGs 2021
Creating with Materials

Children at the expected level of development 
will: - Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting 
with colour, design, texture, form and function; 
- Share their creations, explaining the process 
they have used; - Make use of props and 
materials when role playing characters in 
narratives and stories. 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

Children at the expected level of development 
will: - Invent, adapt and recount narratives 
and stories with peers and their teacher; -
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes 
and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 
stories with others, and – when appropriate –
try to move in time with music. 



FURTHER READING & RESOURCES 

1. Have a go
2. Engage in back and forth interactions 



THANK-YOU FOR JOINING THE 
SESSION

Comments &  questions?
www.annimctavish.uk

MctavishAnni
annimctavish@gmail.com

http://www.annimctavish.uk/
mailto:annimctavish@gmail.com

